[Thoracoplasty today. Review of a technique of the past].
Thoracoplastic operations had ruled the field in the past as treatment of choice in the surgical antituberculous collapse therapy; they have had a notable revival during the last years as an efficient therapeutic modality in the treatment of chronic empyemas of the most various etiologies. They are thoracoplasties done with particular modalities, imposing, setting out case by case to suppress the infected pleural space. It is usually joined with a thoracotomy and it permits also the execution of other surgical intrathoracic manoeuvres such as decortications, treatment of fistulas, myoplasties. Situations such as chronic empyemas, without any solution before, have found a brilliant solution by the use of this operation.